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Student found dead in Everglades Hall
FIUSM STAFF
news@fiusm.com

Alexander Ghiz was found dead in his Everglades Hall dorm
Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016.
Although the Miami-Dade Police Department is conducting a
full investigation into the death, there was no evidence of foul play,
according to an email sent to Student Media by University External
Relations.
According to a news release Student Media received from
MDPD, University officers and Miami Dade Fire Rescue were
dispatched to check on the welfare of Ghiz. The 20 year old was
pronounced dead just after 11 a.m., Thursday morning.
Ghiz was a University employee, who worked in the Wellness
and Recreation Center at MMC.
“Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of a
student who was found deceased in his room in one of the Modesto
A. Maidique Campus residence halls,” read the email from External
Relations.
A police officer in the residence hall did not comment, other than
to say External Relations would be sending out information at a later
time. Student Media has reached out to receive the public record

report of the incident.
Students in the dorm were unaware of what happened, and relied
on information from friends.
“In the morning I saw some cops here, but I wasn’t sure what
had happened,” said Daksh Verma, an Everglades Hall resident. “I
saw one of my friends and he told me a guy had died over here, but
he wasn’t sure how. That’s all I know.”
According to Everglades Hall resident and former FIUSM writer
Santiago Archieri, the police arrived at the scene around noon.
“It was just a bundle of questions the entire day. It was a bunch
of cops, and we didn’t know much of what was going on. It was
well over 10 cop cars outside of Everglades the entire day mostly,”
Archieri said. “We saw news media here but we didn’t know what
was going until recently we got an email saying a student had died
but that was all that we found out.”
Director of Residential Life, Lynn Hendricks, sent an email to
housing students at 5:38 p.m., informing students of the death. The
email also included information on the support available to students
and faculty by the University’s Counseling and Psychological
Services Department.
“At first, I felt unsafe because no one knew what was going on.
The cops had been there since [that morning] and hours later we

finally got an update about what happened,” Sha’Caleigh Corbin,
a sophomore studying business and resident at Everglades Hall told
FIU Student Media.
“Even though most of us didn’t know him that well, you can feel
the quiet eeriness from the residents in Everglades,” Corbin said.
Hendricks said this is the first death of a student in housing in 18
years. In the ‘90s, a student died in University Apartments.
“The University has a coordinated effort to provide support to
students, staff, faculty and the student’s family,” Hendricks told
Student Media in an email. “We all work together; as you can
imagine, many different offices and staff are involved to provide
optimal support.”
Cathy Akens, dean of students, told Student Media in an
email that Student Affairs deals with student deaths by supporting
other students while the Dean of Students Office takes the lead in
communicating with the family of the deceased student .
“This often means talking with roommates, friends, and others
who are impacted by the loss,” Akens said. “In a case involving
a housing resident, it is our resident assistants and other members
of the Residential Life team who makes sure they are visible and
talking with residents.”
Check FIUSM.com for the most up-to-date version of this story.

University’s annual banned
Healthy Living
books celebration returns
BISCAYNE BAY

BANNED BOOKS WEEK

September 25 - October 1
Discover what you are missing

Howl, Allen Ginsberg In Cold Blood, Truman Capote Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison The Jungle, Upton Sinclair
Leaves of Grass, Walt Whitman Moby-Dick; or The Whale, Herman Melville Native Son, Richard Wright
Our Bodies, Ourselves, Boston Women’s Health Book Collective The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane The
Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne Stranger in a Strange Land, Robert A. Heinlein Their Eyes Were Watching
God, Zora Neale Hurston Uncle Tom's Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe Where the Wild Things Are, Maurice
Sendak The Words of Cesar Chavez, Cesar Chavez The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain The
Autobiography of Malcolm X, Malcolm X and Alex Haley Beloved, Toni Morrison Catch-22, Joseph Heller
Nia Young/The Beacon

The University’s Banned Books Week celebration, which takes place this week, will highlight books that have been
banned across the country in public schools.
AMANDA DELGADO
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com

Novels by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Mark Twain and Harper
Lee may dominate public school curricula, but what made
them classics has also gotten them stricken from reading
lists for decades.
The University will recognize its 16th Banned Books
Week, which will celebrate and recognize the freedom to
read, according to Gricel Dominguez.
The user engagement librarian at The Biscayne Bay
Campus’ Glenn Hubert Library said that the week also
highlights First Amendment rights to freedom of speech
under the Constitution.
BBW started in 1982 in response to a surge of books
being challenged in schools, bookstores, and libraries.

“Our standpoint is, it is not our job to make decisions
about what people should or shouldn’t read. We provide
material on all viewpoints …sharing a different or
opposing idea is not done so with the outright intention
of winning everybody over to one, single viewpoint, but
it is to understand the complexities of a lot of situations
that face us,” said Anne Prestamo, the dean of university
libraries, to Student Media.
According to Prestamo, challenging books usually
happens at the local level – someone goes into their
public library and finds an objection to a particular book.
More frequently, within the school district, it
generally originates with a parent at a single school with
an objection with their child’s assigned reading material.
Whether the material is continued to be use or not depends
on a principal’s or school district’s decision.

SEE BOOKS, PAGE 2

hosts breast
cancer event
DOUGLASS GAVILAN
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com

One in eight women
will contract breast cancer
at some point in life,
according to statistics from
Breastcancer.org.
To prepare for breast
cancer awareness month
next week, the Department
of Healthy Living and
Student Health Services
will host a kickoff. Nurses
will walk students through
performing their own self
examination.
“The nurses are going
to help us teach people how
to do self-examinations
with models.” said Isabel
Capella, health educator
for the Healthy Living
program. “Also they will
be promoting that they do
free screenings.”
The event will take
place at The Biscayne
Bay Campus in the Wolfe
University Center on Sep.
27 between 10 a.m and 2
p.m.
In 2015, more than
40,000 women were
expected to die from
breast cancer according to
cancer.org. The number
of fatalities has dropped,
thanks
to
spreading
awareness.
“People are afraid to
get self-checked and it’s

super easy and takes only
seconds,” said Capella.
According to the
Healthy Living Program, it
hopes to help students and
spread awareness to others
who may benefit from a
self-screening.
“Just one person who
learns that day will be able
to help his or her friends,
family and community”
said Capella.
Students consider the
event beneficial for those
who are unaware.
“I think it’s a really
big issue that people
should know about,” said
Sabrine Deus, a sophomore
elementary
education
student. “So when they do
things such as breast cancer
awareness I think it brings a
lot of light to the problem.”
The Healthy Living
Program
will
try
convincing students to take
time from their day and get
complimentary HIV and
STD testing. These tests are
provided but many students
are unaware the University
offers these services.
The kickoff will also
have a table dedicated for
students to customize bras,
which will then be hung
around to show support.
For more information
on the event, contact the
Healthy Living Program
located in WUC room 307.
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NATION &
WORLD BRIEFS
Mexico, Brazil, Uruguay presidents
denounce US embargo on Cuba
Several Latin American presidents used this week’s
United Nations General Assembly to call for the United
States to end the trade embargo on Cuba.
“Resumption of diplomatic relations between Cuba
and the United States of America is a clear-cut token
that there is no such a thing as endless animosity or
insurmountable impasse,” Brazilian President Michel
Temer said while addressing the General Assembly.
Members of the United Nations General Assembly
have largely opposed the embargo for years. This year’s
push comes as more countries have increased pressure on
the United States to update its Cuba policies.

One explanation of how democracy
died in Venezuela
The head of the Organization of American States
has declared the continued imprisonment of Venezuelan
opposition leader Leopoldo Lopez the end of democracy
in Venezuela.
In an eight-page open letter to Lopez, a former mayor
of Caracas, Secretary-General Luis Almagro said Lopez
had been the victim of a lying and horrific political system.
“Clearly in Venezuela today there is no fundamental
freedom and no civil or political rights,” Almagro wrote in
the letter, which was posted to the OAS website Monday.
Almagro’s letter follows a Venezuelan appeals court
decision that upheld the nearly 14-year prison sentence
handed to Lopez for inciting violence during antigovernment protests in 2014.

As Trump praised Putin, Russia
cracked down on polling agency
Not long before U.S. presidential hopeful Donald
Trump started talking this week about the qualities
he admired in Russian President Vladimir Putin as
a leader, Putin’s government demonstrated some of
that leadership by classifying the nation’s oldest and
only independent polling agency as, essentially, a spy
network.
It was a move that in many ways explains Putin’s
iron grip on power in Russia. At the same time, Trump
was firm in his praise.
“Certainly, in that system, he’s been a leader, far
more than our president has been a leader,” Trump
said Wednesday during a candidate forum on NBC.
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Former participant of
Educational Leadership
program named director
CAITLIN RANDLE
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com

The newest director of the
Educational Leadership Enhancement
Program has a special affinity for
the organization -- she was once a
participant.
Elizabeth Bejar participated in the
program over 10 years ago and was
appointed as the director after the
program’s founder, Barbara Bader,
retired last month.
“I’m excited about the opportunity,”
Bejar said in an interview with Student
Media. “Through the years I built strong
collegiality with Barbara. She’s been a
mentor to many of us so hopefully I’ll
be able to honor her legacy.”
The mission of ELEP is to help
women and minorities with their
professional development and career
advancement.
ELEP was funded by the state until
2000. After the program was cut from
the budget, the university took over the
funding.
Participants in the program
attend leadership conferences, read
professional material about leadership
and development and design projects
they present to an audience of university
representatives at the end of the year.
Some of the projects are designed to
benefit faculty and university both.
“One project led to the development
of the signs outside the parking garages
that indicate where spaces are and
where they’re not,” said Bejar.
The digital signs at the entrances to
the parking garages were introduced
last year and indicate how many spaces

are available, and if those spaces are for
students or faculty members.
Bejar said participants find parts of
the program where they can be the most
helpful, so the program gives equal
attention to all segments.
“The primary focus is the participant
and developing the personal and
professional goals that the participant
sets out for him or herself,” she said.
All aspects of the program are
equally important, according to Bejar,
but the “strong part” is the network the
program creates.
“There is the affirmation of a
supportive network for these employees
and for their leadership goals,” Bejar
said. “In any given year, less than
a dozen participants are extremely
engaged but the power of the program
is the cumulative effect of 15, 20 years
of alumni who continue to serve as a
resource for any of the participants.”
Participants in ELEP also network
outside of the program in Tallahassee
for a three-day trip that includes
meeting representatives from the
Board of Education and the Board of
Governors. They
also meet with educational lobbyists
and members of either the state Senate
or state House of Representatives.
“Participants really like the
Tallahassee trip because it makes sense
to them to go to Tallahassee and meet
legislators and policy makers and others
who are either directly or indirectly
involved with policy at the state level,”
said Bejar. “Not just focusing on higher
education, but how higher education
gets funded and supported across the
state.”
Another aspect of ELEP is the

mentoring the program provides.
Bejar plans to modify how mentoring
occurs and get alumni more involved by
encouraging them to mentor each other.
“Barbara did a lot of one-on-one
mentoring. Not just with participants,
but with every alumni member who
sought her out from many of the prior
programs,” Bejar said.
She admitted that she doesn’t have
the time to continue mentoring alumni
as much as Bader did.
“She dedicated four or five hours
to one-on-one meetings a week from a
mentoring perspective and I don’t have
the bandwidth to do that,” said Bejar. “I
thought it would be more ideal and more
diverse to engage the alumni network in
a more cogent mentoring program.”
The success of the program is
measured by the alumni’s happiness
with their jobs, according to Bejar.
“It’s not about job promotion,
although we definitely in the past
have honored and celebrated people’s
professional
advancement,”
said
Bejar. “There are past participants of
the program who have leveraged the
program to just become better leaders,
more effective and happier human
beings in the roles that they have, not
necessarily just to raise their salary or
change their position.”
Bejar hopes to continue Bader’s
vision while developing her own
leadership style.
“I’m just really excited about the
opportunity and encouraged by the
support that the entire University has
given to the program and to me in this
new role,” she said.

#BannedBooksFIU
recognizes challenged books
BOOKS, PAGE 1
Those who want to
challenge a book found
in a university library,
however, probably won’t
find much success.
“Within academia, not
just as it relates to libraries
and library materials, the
concept or the principles
of academic freedom are
very, very strong,” said
Prestamo. “If we want
to fight for the tenants of
free speech to be able to
express viewpoints, then
we need to sometimes
be faced with needing to
stand up for people’s right
to express viewpoints we
don’t agree with.”
Prestamo
believes
providing counterarguments
is the better approach,
rather than banning books.
Some students have similar
beliefs.
“I don’t think books

should be able to be
banned, but there could
be benefits in banning
incorrect [material,] like
incorrect medical records,”
said Kevin Arab, a junior
and a psychology major.
“More so than going
against [a] book, we should
have the freedom to choose
whether or not to read it.”
Each year, The American
Library Association shares
the top banned books,
which
include
“The
Great Gatsby,” “To Kill
a Mockingbird” and the
“Harry Potter” series.
Using
that
list,
FIU’s libraries create
“read-outs.”
“[The list of banned
books] is based on
reports from libraries and
other institutions where
members of the public
have taken offense to
a particular title,” said
Dominguez. “The list is

actually fairly extensive,
so the libraries pick out
a selection and put them
on display for students to
check out or read during
the read-out. Anyone can
read – students, faculty,
staff. All are welcome to
take part and stand up for
free speech and the right to
read.”
Students can participate
in a “drop-in read-out”
at The Hubert Library on
Sept. 28, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.
The library encourages
students to pick up one
of the books from the
display and read one of the
passages.
“Selfie
stations”
will also be set up in
both libraries, and both
students
and
faculty
can share a selfie with a
banned book on social
media with the hashtag,
#BannedBooksFIU.

At
the
Modesto
Maidique
Campus,
the Green Library will
display banned books on
the second floor by the
circulation desk.
At The Biscayne Bay
Campus,
the
Hubert
Library is highlighting
contemporary young adult
and graphic novels as well
as classics and will display
books near the front desk.
“Libraries across the
country host their own
events, especially public
libraries,” said Dominguez.
“The DC Public Library
is actually hosting a citywide scavenger hunt to
celebrate Banned Books,
while ALA is hosting
a virtual read-out. The
variety is pretty endless.”

fiusm.com

NEWS

Parking and Transportation
introduces Uber-like app
SHENNEL SANYAOLU
Staff Writer
shennel.sanyaolu@fiusm.com

The Department of Parking and
Transportation held two events in
the GC Pit this week, showing off
their new uber-like application for
students and promoting the new
mode of “luxury” travel FIU has to
offer.
The Ride Flag app is an application
students can use on their smartphone
to get rides with other students to
and from campus and to places off
campus as well.
If you want to head to the beach
and other students are driving
to the beach, you can ride with
them, said Thomas R. Hartley, the
executive director of parking and
transportation.
“RideFlag is like an Uber or a
Lyft,” said Hartley. “We’re trying to
do our fair share to reduce the carbon
footprint production. It’s really a
sustainable initiative,” said Hartley.
Students can be incentivised to
participate by the environmental
benefits carpooling has to offer and
the monetary benefits as well. The
driver sets a rate for the students,
said Hartley.
The Department of Parking and
Transportation
also
introduced

Red Coach buses to the University.
The buses began departing daily
for the first time this week and are
available to FIU students and faculty
at a discount. Students can ride this
bus to stops at multiple locations
across Florida including: Miami
Airport, Gainesville (University of
Florida), Tallahassee (Florida State
University) and Orlando.
Students
also
can
receive
discounts when riding between the
MMC and the BBC campus, on the
Golden Panther Express. After 16
trips – or 8 round trips— within
a month, students automatically
receive a “sweet sixteen discount” of
16 percent. Some students say that
they would prefer not to pay at all.
“I don’t think that FIU should
charge students, whether BBC or
MMC students, for transportation,
because we pay transportation fees
in our tuition,” said Manouchka
Fleurnoid, a biology major. “Also, I
think that the bus should run on the
weekend.”
Some students agree, although
they are satisfied with the
transportation we have already, they
would like access to more areas and a
longer schedule.
“Every 30 minutes is pretty
recurrent, so it’s easy to catch a bus
if you miss one,” said Eric Foster. “It

comes in handy. Just the other day I
took the bus from North Campus to
South Campus and I had a meeting to
be at by eight o’clock, and as soon as
I got off the bus the Panther Mover
was just sitting by PC, and I asked
him ‘what time do you leave?’, and
he said now. I had like five minutes
and I got there in time.”
But we should have transportation
to go downtown, said Foster. “and
of course some people want to go to
South Campus on the weekends.”
FIU being in a fast-growing
metropolitan area, other students
agreed that they would like to have
that convenience.
This year you can expect to
see different technologies around
campus that attempt to make existing
transportation more convenient for
students.
Some useful technologies you
can expect to see around campus are
kiosks, at the bus pick-up, that show
the location of the bus or shuttle
you’re expecting. This feature is
already available to students on the
TransLoc app, but this is, in addition
to the comprehensive car count
system for the garages that allow
you to know how many spots are left
open in the garages before you enter,
another way students can have access
to transportation information at FIU.
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SGC-MMC to
discuss holiday
name proposal
CEYLIN ARIAS
Asst. News Director
ceylin.arias@fiusm.com

SGC-MMC members
will decide the fate of a
resolution to have the
University
recognize
Columbus
Day
as
Indigenous
People’s
Day.
Because SGA doesn’t
have open debates, the
student-elected senators
serving on SGC-MMC
will be discussing the
resolution with input
from students should a
question arise.
The name change
would only be symbolic;
Columbus Day is a
state and federallyrecognized
holiday.
SGC-MMC’s decision
would only affect the
title of the holiday on
campus.
According
to
Wendolynne
Perez,
president
of
the
Global
Indigenous

Group,
to
change
the name on campus
would be a beacon to
other universities and
organizations.
“FIU would be the
only university in the
state of Florida to pass
this,” said Perez. “If
FIU gets this passed,
our local community
can see that there have
already been steps
taken to recognize the
indigenous communities
nearby.”
Dennis
Wiedman,
director of the Global
Indigenous Group and
associate professor of
the department of global
and sociocultural studies
believes that FIU is
most likely to welcome
the change in holiday
because “when it comes
to representing its
students, FIU is pretty
good with honoring that
code.”

SEE NAME, PAGE 8

SHAPE YOUR FUTURE AT MIAMI LAW

LAW ADMISSIONS WORKSHOP

MIAMI LSAC FORUM

OPEN HOUSE

See how a real law application is
reviewed and dissected. Learn what
works and what doesn’t for law
admissions.

Meet our entire admissions team and
learn about our unparalleled
programs.

Discover Miami Law’s offerings, hear
from the Dean, watch a mock class,
and interact with current law students.

University of Miami School of Law
Room E352
1311 Miller Drive, Coral Gables 33146
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Hyatt Regency Miami, Downtown
400 SE 2nd Ave, Miami, FL 33131
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

University of Miami School of Law
Student Lounge
1311 Miller Drive, Coral Gables 33146
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Friday, September 30, 2016

Saturday, October 1, 2016

www.law.miami.edu/admissions
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Opinion Director
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Standardized education suppresses growth
As time goes on, I become more and
more convinced that the Scholarship
Aptitude Test is a weapon of mass
destruction.
Never mind the untold stress it inflicts
on millions of high school students
throughout the United States each
year, the SAT helps create a culture of
schooling that says students are only
CHRISTIAN
as capable as their test scores indicate,
GONZALEZ
only as intelligent as their grade point
averages suggest.
It forces instructors to teach to the test and makes
students spend an inordinate amount of time preparing
for it, all the while forsaking the inherent benefits of
receiving an education.
But what exactly does it mean to receive an education?
I sat down with professor John Bailly from the Honors
College to hear his thoughts on what it means to be
“educated” and how the Honors program approaches this
question.
He explained that the Honors program tries to teach
people by, “taking students and exposing them to
alternative ways of thinking, of living … in an immersive
manner … to show them that there are diverse ways of
living our lives, of constructing our reality. I want to ask
as many questions as possible, but provide no answers.”
With this approach, Bailly says he would like to
see “students take more … intellectual risks: Explore
different ideas; don’t be afraid of a different idea; don’t
be afraid of losing an argument. Don’t be afraid of
starting an argument.”
The philosopher Allan Bloom also offered some
insightful comments on the question of education when
he wrote his stupendous book, “The Closing of the
American Mind.”
The first problem, as he saw it, was that “the University
now offers no distinctive visage to the young person …
In short there is no vision, nor is there a set of competing
visions, of what an educated human being is.”
CONSERVATIVE
CORNER

Bloom adds that, at best, “The student can pick up in
elective courses a little of whatever is thought to make
one cultured.”
Yet, unfortunately, “the student gets no intimation

Education should not merely be a race to the
top of the GPA scale. It should aim to engender
in students an eagerness to learn, an insatiable
curiosity, an unwavering desire to question all
the things we take for granted.

that great mysteries might be revealed to him, that new
and higher motives of action might be discovered within
him, that a different and more human way of life can be
harmoniously constructed by what he is going to learn.”
Bloom proposed instead to make cultured individuals
by giving students a “Great Books” education. In
other words, he wanted to give students the moral and
intellectual acuity of great authors, from Aristotle to
Shakespeare to Rousseau. He wished to do away with the
doctrinaire mode of teaching that stresses repetition over
understanding, regurgitation rather than critical thinking.
This is precisely the sort of stuff I would like to
see printed en masse and nailed to the walls of the
headquarters of the College Board.
Education should not merely be a race to the top of
the GPA scale. It should aim to engender in students an
eagerness to learn, an insatiable curiosity, an unwavering
desire to question all the things we take for granted.
To achieve this end, it should redirect its emphasis
from standardized tests to teaching students how to think
for themselves —about everything.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

VOTERS SHOULD BE INFORMED ABOUT
MEDICAL MARIJUANA BENEFITS, TOO
Students for
Sensible Drug
Policy at FIU
agrees
with
Dr. Elizabeth
Trucco that “it
is important to
KEVIN GARCIA
be
informed
AND LUIS
…
before
MONTOYA
casting a vote
on marijuana
legislation” during this upcoming
election on Nov. 8.
Amendment 2, the proposed
ballot initiative for the “Use
of Marijuana for Debilitating
Medical Conditions,” does not
assume marijuana to be entirely
without risk, but it does assume
that a physician could determine
that marijuana is safe and
beneficial for their patients.
Voting “yes” on Amendment
2 puts healthcare in the hands of
doctors, not politicians and gives
the Florida Department of Health
the power to regulate it.
Amendment 2 proposes
that qualifying patients be
given medical amnesty for the
treatment of “cancer, epilepsy,
glaucoma, positive status for
[HIV, AIDS, PTSD, ALS] ...

or other debilitating medical
conditions …comparable to
those enumerated and for which
a physician believes that the
medical use of marijuana would
likely outweigh the potential
health risks for a patient.”
It explicitly states that
medical marijuana would only
be available for qualifying
patients, i.e. “a person who
has been diagnosed to have a
debilitating medical condition,
who has a physician certification
and a valid qualifying patient
identification card.”
Medical marijuana in other
states has been shown to reduce
use by youth.
Former
U.S.
Surgeon
General, Joycelyn Elders, MD,
states, “That fear [that medical
marijuana laws will increase teen
use of marijuana]...has not come
true ...[T]een marijuana use in
California rose steadily from
1990 to 1996, but... [a]mong
ninth graders, marijuana use in
the last six months fell by more
than 40 percent from 1995-96
[the year California’s medical
marijuana initiative passed] to
2001-02.”

Legalization is one of the
most effective methods to keep
marijuana out of the hands of
youth. According to the Drug
Policy Alliance, “[Colorado] has
allocated more than $8 million in
retail marijuana tax revenue for
youth prevention and education,
mental health and community
based developmental programs
...”
Far from denying the risk of
marijuana use, Colorado actively
pursues policy changes and funds
programs based on unbiased
research to protect patients and
help youth -- and Florida can too.
To quote U.S. Surgeon
General Dr. Vivek Murthy, “We
have some preliminary data …
that marijuana can be helpful.
I think that we have to use that
data to drive policy making .”
Kevin Garcia
Alumn
Psychology
and
Luis Montoya
Senior
Psychology

The best way to do this would be to focus on literature,
philosophy, politics, art, culture, and history, particularly
when some or all of those things intersect in the most
intellectually stimulating of ways, as in books like
Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s “A Hundred Years of Solitude”
or Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s “The Brother Karamazov.”
There are, however, some objections to this line of
thinking. What if students don’t care for philosophy?
Why force them to read boring literary pieces, why teach
them about irrelevant historical events?
The current system of education does not stand up
to the scrutiny of those three questions. Students are
already obligated to study subjects they may be entirely
uninterested in, and they are made to do so on the
currently false pretext that it will teach them necessary
life skills, thus making them well-rounded individuals.
This justification would actually be applicable if there
was a switch to a system such as the one advocated by
professor Bloom. Ambitious programs such as the Honors
College at FIU are certainly steps in the right direction.
Presently, in most universities, one graduates with a
specialization, along with arbitrary splashes of knowledge
—a math course here, a sociology elective there.
In Bloom’s system, one would graduate from college
not only with a specialization but also with an ability to
think critically, to consider timeless moral questions, to
analyze literature, to better participate in our democracy.
Christopher Hitchens, an intellectual hero of mine,
brilliantly explained this notion when he wrote that “The
life of the cultivated mind should be private, reticent,
discreet: Most of its celebrations will occur with no
audience, because there can be no applause for that
moment when the solitary reader gets up and paces round
the room, having just noticed the hidden image in the
sonnet.”
Which brings me back to FIU and the Honors College
in particular. Its method of teaching would make professor
Bloom proud. It has an interdisciplinary approach which

SEE HONORS, PAGE 5

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

STUDENT MEDIA ‘ABSOLUTELY
RIGHT’ ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH
I
highly
commend you
for
taking
on this very
important topic
of
college
student mental
CHERYL S.
health!
You
NOWELL
are absolutely
right in that
many times students’ fears or
lack of knowledge prevents
them from seeking help. Your

!
F
O
O
P

articles were so comprehensive
and reflect our desire to
build a college environment
that
promotes
openness,
inclusiveness and health. I
appreciate that you recognize
the importance of physical,
social and mental health and
made great recommendations
for each. I can assure you that
you have made a difference in
S. Nowell,
Ph.D.
the lives of Cheryl
students
at FIU!
Assistant Vice President
Division of Student Affairs

NOW HIRING
WRITERS
Apply at GC 210, WUC
124 or fiusm.com.
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Panthers, take care: SHS, CAPS and DRC
For over thirty
years, the FIU
Student Health
Center has been
specializing in
student health,
assisting students
to
maintain
MAYTINEE
and
improve
KRAMER
their health in
order so that they may pursue
their education and graduate
successfully.
Good health is essential
to students’ success while at
the university and throughout
their life, which is why FIU
Student Health Services (SHS) is
committed to providing Panthers
with quality health services, which
will allow them to thrive both
academically and personally.
The American College Health
Association shows that today’s
college students are facing a
mental health crisis as evidence
suggests greater levels of stress
PANTHER HEALTH

and psychopathology.
Media reports of emotional
distress, suicide, and acts of
violence related to mental illness
(most notably the tragedy at
Virginia Tech) on college campuses
have alerted the seriousness of this
growing crisis.
According to the Association for
University and College Counseling
Center Directors survey of
counseling center directors, 95
percent of college counseling
center directors surveyed said the
number of students with significant
psychological problems is a
growing concern on campus. Yet
50 percent received no education
on mental health issues prior to
college.
Because good health is essential
to students’ success, FIU’s
Counseling and Psychological
Services makes it a goal to aid
students struggling with anxiety
and mental health.
CAPS offers a number of

specialized services such as
psychotherapy and a de-stressing
clinic for the mind. These services
can help facilitate and enhance
students’
personal
learning,

95 percent of college
counseling center directors
surveyed said the number
of students with significant
psychological problems
is a growing concern on
campus.

emotional
well-being
and
academic skills development.
In addition to students dealing
with mental health issues, more
and more students with disabilities

are continuing their education.
A person with a disability
is someone who has a physical
or mental impairment that
substantially limits one or more
major life activities such as
walking, seeing, hearing, etc.
For students with a disabilities,
it is necessary to be well informed
about rights and responsibilities
as well as the responsibilities FIU
has towards the students.
By informing the university
of one’s disability and taking
the necessary steps towards
making the academic adjustment
comfortable and smooth, the
disability center will be able to
assess one’s needs and properly
assist the student.
FIU’s Disability Resource
Center (DRC) aims at guiding
and supporting students with
disabilities
throughout
their
college experience, transitioning
into FIU to graduating from the
university, assisting students in

becoming successful in life.
FIU is committed to serving
its students, which is why the
institution finds it important to
provide professional, innovative,
state of the art, and accessible
health care and wellness services
to the FIU student body.
Apart from staff working with
students, fellow Panthers should
help one another so that everyone
is receiving the necessary services
and support that will allow them
to thrive both academically and
personally.
Maytinee Kramer is a staff
writer for FIU Student Media.
Her column, Panther Health, is
a commentary on maintaining
one’s health during college. For
suggestions or comments, please
contact Maytinee at maytinee.
kramer@com.

Honors College promotes educational development
STANDARDIZED, PAGE 4
teaches students about topics ranging
from Plato’s Republic, to theories about
the nature of scientific revolutions, to
works by Oscar Wilde.
Thinking critically about these works is
then encouraged through the small group
sessions which are crucial to the Honors
program.
There is also another pivotal aspect to
the Honors College and it is something
professor Bailly is extremely passionate
about —the opportunity to study abroad.
He says that, for example, “Students
get as much from my lectures about the
history of Rome as they do going to the
grocery store in Rome, and talking to
Romans, and trying to order mozzarella.
That is because … the heritage, the living

manifestation of it, is engaged in a way
that makes you realize how important this
is.”

There is just something truly magical
about having picnic in front of the Eiffel
Tower, about speaking with French people

The life of the cultivated mind should be private, reticent,
discreet: Most of its celebrations will occur with no
audience...
Christopher Hitchens

Professor Bailly is right. I went to Paris
this past summer and I completely fell in
love with the city.

about their political concerns, about
sharing stories with students from across
the Atlantic Ocean.

Put simply, there is as much to be
learned from visiting a country as there is
from reading hundreds of books about it.
With all this considered, the underlying
principles behind the Honors College are
commendable and they set an example
that more schools ought to follow.
To do so would be to overthrow
this awful educational regime of
standardization in favor of something
which, if the end of education is to
educate, is self-evidently superior.
Christian Gonzalez is a staff writer
for FIU Student Media. His column,
Conservative Corner, is a commentary
on foreign affairs, culture, and
social sciences. For suggestions or
comments, please contact Christian at
opinion@fiusm.com.

PARTY TIME

Sam Pritchard-Torres/The Beacon
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Have something on your mind? Send your thoughts (400 words maximum)
to opinion@fiusm.com or drop by our offices at either GC 210 or WUC 124.
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2016 Faculty Convo
Faculty Convocation Week celebrates
the achievements of FIU educators. The
individuals highlighted here have earned
recognition for their impactful teaching,
outstanding research and exemplary
service. They will be honored at a dinner
and awards ceremony on Thursday,
September 29.
President’s Council Worlds Ahead
Faculty Nominees (in alphabetical order)
Erik Camayd-Freixas
Professor
Department of Modern Languages
Steven J. Green School
of International and Public Affairs
Dr. Camayd-Freixas has testified
before Congress, contributed friend-of-the-court
briefs to the U.S. Supreme Court and received
commendations for mentoring, engagement and
research in addition to several human rights awards.
He has interpreted for ten heads of state, including
President Obama, and Pope Benedict XVI. He led
the effort to provide in-state tuition to undocumented
students, which was pioneered by FIU and
eventually became state law.
Chenzhong Li
Associate Professor
Department of Biomedical Engineering
College of Engineering and Computing
Dr. Li’s research brings together leading
technology in biomedical engineering,
analytical chemistry, nanomedicine and materials
science. The core projects of his lab focus on
biosensors, nanotechnology and cellular electronics
for cancer and motor neuron disease diagnosis.
He holds 10 patents; has published more than 120
peer-reviewed papers, 10 books and book chapters;
and has delivered 110 invited lectures and seminars
around the world.
Allan Rosenbaum
Professor
Department of Public Administration
Steven J. Green School
of International and Public Affairs
Dr. Rosenbaum for 17 years has served
as director of the Institute for Public Management
and Community Service, the Green School’s
principal vehicle for working internationally in the
areas of governance reform, legislative development
and democratic institution building in Latin America,
Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe. He has been heavily
engaged in international public administration and
democratic development consulting and research
around the world.

Excellence in Teaching
Melissa Baralt
Assistant Professor
Department of Modern Languages
Steven J. Green School
of International and Public Affairs
Dr. Baralt researches second-language
acquisition and bilingualism to help train aspiring
language teachers. She is the PI or co-PI on
funded studies that test whether being bilingual
improves the executive functioning of children born
prematurely. And as part of its Bridging the Word Gap
Challenge, the U.S. Health Resources and Services
Administration funded her idea for an app that can
help low-income Hispanic families improve their
children’s vocabularies in both English and Spanish.
Tim Birrittella
Senior Instructor
Department of Marketing
College of Business
Tim Birrittella brings his experience
as a marketing consultant to his job
of overseeing the Retail Certificate Program in the
College of Business. He is a faculty director for the
Marketing Study Abroad programs, which provide
mind-opening opportunities for students, and he
serves as faculty advisor for the FIU student chapter
of the American Marketing Association, which for 14
years has been among the very top of the country’s
more than 350 chapters.
Paul Feigenbaum
Associate Professor
Department of English
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Paul Feigenbaum has developed
courses in community writing, grant
writing and multimodal composition consistent
with his interests in community literacy,
service learning, college access among urban
populations, civic engagement pedagogy and
new media. Students rank him highly, often
calling him “outstanding” and “one of the best.”
They unequivocally recommend him to others and
extol his dedication, availability, professionalism
and attention to their needs.
Eloisa Cuadrado Rodriguez-Dod
Professor
College of Law
Professor Rodriguez-Dod is a
nationally recognized expert in real
estate finance and estate planning.
Her excellence in teaching is reflected in her
selection as Professor of the Year by the law
student body for the past three years. Her
highly influential scholarly work has been cited
numerous times. She is also the director of the
college’s summer abroad program in Seville,
Spain, and serves in leadership positions
in the three major national legal academic
organizations.

Katie Rothfield
Senior Instructor
Department of Interior Architecture
College of Communication,
Architecture + the Arts
Katie Rothfield has linked the FIU
Interior Architecture Department to the external
design community and encouraged design students
to aim for excellence in their coursework. She has
organized community engagement opportunities
with Lotus House Thrift and the Actors’ Playhouse,
allowing students to find ways in which design
can contribute to society. In 2015 she was named
Educator of the Year by the South Florida Chapter
of the International Interior Design Association.
Rebecca L. Toonkel
Assistant Professor
Department of Humanities,
Health and Society
Herbert Wertheim College
of Medicine
Dr. Toonkel is board certified in internal medicine,
pulmonary medicine and critical care medicine.
She teaches clinical skills to first- and secondyear students and is involved in the teaching
of simulated procedures and standardized
patient experiences. She holds responsibility
for developing the school’s case-based learning
curriculum in order to enhance reasoning and
critical thinking skills.
Sat Gavassa Becerra
Instructor
Department of Biology
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Gavassa Becerra has achieved
outstanding gains in student learning as
she has redesigned her course over the past three
years. With each revision the class becomes more
challenging, yet she finds that each semester her
students achieve even more and that passing rates
improve. She applies innovative pedagogies and
is always assessing their effectiveness on student
success. She intentionally seeks out students who
seem to be struggling, and helps them develop
better learning strategies.
Janet McDaniel
Adjunct Lecturer
Honors College
Janet McDaniel teaches in the
Honors College and sponsors the
a cappella group HEARTbeats. She
was appointed by Governor Scott to the Family
Care Council of Florida, which advocates for
individuals with disabilities and their families,
and serves on the Miami-Dade County Public
School’s Superintendent’s District Advisory Panel
for Students with Disabilities and co-chairs the
Inclusion and Education subcommittee. She strives
to improve educational accessibility for differently
abled individuals in our communities
and classrooms.

ISEMENT
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ocation Awardees
Excellence in Advising and Mentorship
Asia Eaton
Assistant Professor
Department of Psychology
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Eaton has supervised 12
undergraduate theses and graduated 26
undergraduate research assistants from the Power,
Women and Relationships Lab, which conducts social
psychological research on the interaction between
gender and social power. Most of the students with
whom she worked have gone on to pursue graduate
studies at prestigious universities, and the others
contribute as community leaders for organizations
such as AmeriCorps and City Year.
Kenneth J. Feeley
Associate Professor
Department of Biology
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Feeley has worked with seven
graduate students since arriving at FIU
in 2009, and they have won multiple awards and
grants as well as published articles in top journals
such as Nature, Science and the Annual Review
of Ecology and Systematics. He also mentors
undergraduates and served as founding advisor
for the undergraduate ecology club, which the
Ecological Society of America in 2015 recognized as
number one.
Sharan Ramaswamy
Assistant Professor
Department of Biomedical Engineering
College of Engineering and Computing
Dr. Ramaswamy has mentored both
graduate and undergraduate students,
and with his support they have gone on to great
success. Wanting to encourage even more
young people to enter the field, he participates in
significant outreach to high schools in the MiamiDade County Public School system in efforts to
ignite their interest.

Excellence in Engagement
Mahadev G. Bhat
Professor
Department of Earth & Environment
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Bhat is co-director of the FIU
Agroecology Program. He coestablished the FIU Veterans and Small Farmers
Outreach Program to offer technical workshops to
veterans, prospective farmers and students who
want to start farming or related businesses. The
program helps socially disadvantaged farmers to
apply for USDA assistance programs. His work has
earned wide recognition for FIU, including a mention
in Congress and articles in national publications.

Excellence in Research
and Creative Activities
Jose R. Almirall
Professor
Department of Chemistry
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Almirall directs the International
Forensic Research Institute. His
research group develops tools for materials
analysis, trace detection and the analysis of drugs
and explosives. He has been awarded more than
$7 million in research funds since 1998 and last
year alone received more than $1 million through
six research grants from five agencies. The work
of his lab has generated three patents and two
provisional patents.
Raul Gonzalez
Associate Professor
Department of Psychology
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Gonzalez, who earned an
undergraduate degree from FIU in 1997,
joined the Department of Psychology and Center
for Children and Families in 2012. His research
examines the interplay among substance use, HIV
and neurobehavioral functioning. He is principal
investigator for several NIH-funded projects with
budgets totaling more than $15 million and serves
as co-investigator on several others. He has
published 59 articles, which have been cited over
2,600 times.
Rudolf Jaffé
Eminent Scholar
Department of Chemistry
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Jaffé’s studies have focused on
present-day freshwater and marine
environments as well as paleo-reconstructions
of deep water, lake and wetland ecosystems. His
research group investigates the dynamics of natural
dissolved organic matter in aquatic environments
ranging from the Arctic to the Tropics. He has
served as either PI or co-PI on over $22 million
dollars of funded research projects at FIU.
Fernando Noriega
Professor
Department of Biology
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Noriega’s research combines
biochemistry, physiology and molecular
biology to address fundamental questions about
mosquito biology. The main focus of his current
work is a hormone that regulates development,
reproduction and behavior in the Aedes aegypti
mosquito, carrier of Zika, Dengue and Yellow Fever.
The project has been funded for more than 15 years
by the National Institutes of Health and has brought
to FIU more than $7 million in research grants.

Arif Sarwat
Associate Professor
Department of Electrical
and Computer Engineering
College of Engineering and Computing
Dr. Sarwat has developed industry
relationships to create job opportunities and
internship pipelines. This is realized in his helping
implement a multi-million-dollar solar power plant at
the FIU Engineering Center, where graduate students
are now working with data that will inform the state’s
use of solar power moving forward. Separately, his
research team is developing novel visualization tools
and lighting to aid children with learning disabilities.

Excellence in Service
Maureen C. Kenny
Professor
Department of Leadership
& Professional Studies
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Dr. Kenny is the director of the Clinical
Mental Health Counseling program and was
instrumental in gaining national accreditation for
the program. She has implemented child-abuse
prevention programs in the community and, as
clinical coordinator, she places hundreds of graduate
students in community mental health settings each
year. She serves as an editorial board member for
numerous journals and has twice been publications
chair of the American Counseling Association.

Excellence in Librarianship
George W. Pearson
Librarian
Library Operations
University Libraries
George Pearson has served as
coordinator of library instruction at
BBC since 2002, having arrived at the university
more than 10 years earlier. He teaches information
literacy and critical thinking in graduate and
undergraduate courses, instructional sessions in
the library and thousands of personal research
consultations. Serving in numerous offices and on
various committees, he is most proud of his role in
establishing library faculty governance. His research
on popular culture in libraries resulted in the widely
used Graphic Novels Collection.

7

LIFE!

Contact Us
Stephanie Espaillat
Entertainment Director
stephanie.espaillat@fiusm.com

fiusm.com

The Beacon – 8

Monday, Sept. 26, 2016

DRESSED TO IMPRESS

Career and Talent Development hosted the annual “Dress for Success” GC pit event that took place on Wednesday,
September 21.

Stephanie Espaillat/The Beacon

Career and Talent Development hosts
“Dress for Success” event before Career Fair
STEPHANIE ESPAILLAT
Entertainment Director
stephanie.espaillat@fiusm.com

Every year before FIU’s annual
Career Fair, the Career and Talent
Development Services host the Dress
for Success event on the Modesto
Maidique campus.
Knowing how to dress is one of
the department’s top priorities before
students meet employers at the fair.
“The idea behind Dress for Success
is that FIU Panthers are prepared
for when they go out for any job
opportunities,” said Carmen Carter,
assistant director for on-campus
recruitment for Career and Talent
Development. “When they come to
meet our employers, they want to
see the best of the best so we want to
show them exactly how to dress for the
Career Fair.”
The Career Fair at MMC begins
Monday Sept. 26 and will focus on
technical, business and accounting
majors. The following day, Tuesday
Sept. 27, will have a variety of
employment opportunities available to
all majors.
“We have over 80 employers
that are coming to talk to students
about the job opportunities they have,
internship opportunities and fulltime opportunities,” said Carter. “The

purpose of the Career Fair is to let
the students know what industries are
out there within their particular field,
that way they can get a job after they
graduate or an internship when they are
in school.”
Carter helped put together the
Dress to Impress event that took place
on Wednesday Sept. 21, in the GC
pit; it allowed students to view what
was acceptable attire for interviews.
The Career and Talent Development
instructed students on being conscious
of what articles of clothing they should
incorporate into their wardrobe for
interviews.
The Career and Talent Development
calls for men to maintain a clean shaven
face or a neatly trimmed beard. They
also recommend to acquire a two-piece
suit that is cleaned and pressed, with
preferably conservative colors like
black, navy and dark grey.
Career Services also recommends
adding a long-sleeved shirt, either
white or a solid light blue color, that
is accented by a conservative tie.
They also suggest to have the belt
compliment the shoes, which must be
maintained, leather and either black or
cordovan.
For women’s interview attire, they
suggest a two-piece matching suit
that is either navy, black, grey, or dark
brown. The skirt is also suggested to

cover the thighs when seated. The
blouse should be tailored with a shell
or a knit top, avoid showing cleavage
and any gaping of the chest.
For shoes, they suggest to not invest
in platforms or stilettos, but instead in
a good pair of leather shoes. They
also recommend to take no more than
one purse and to avoid wearing heavy
makeup and perfume.
Carter suggests to use these tips
on how to dress professionally when
attending the Career Fair at FIU. She
also suggests to attend the event to find
out what opportunities are available.
“If you are looking for an
opportunity to connect and network
with employers in your industry,
Career and Talent Development is the
way to go because we have a direct
connection with employers in the
industry that students are looking to
work with,” said Carter.
“We hope that students will get job
opportunities [after the Career Fair],
that’s the number one,” saidCarter.
“[We hope] that they are securing
these internship opportunities, but
also educating themselves about the
different industries that are out there.”
For more information about the
Career Fair or Career and Talent
Services at MMC, you can visit career.
fiu.edu.
Nia Young/The Beacon
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SGC-MMC ‘honored’ Students push for
to represent students
on-campus holiday
ALIAN COLLAZO

SGC-MMC

My name is Alian
Collazo,
your
proud
Student
Government
President at the Modesto
Maidique
campus.
Michelle Juarez, your
SGC-MMC vice president,
and I want to give you all
a warm welcome on behalf

of SGC-MMC.
We hope that the fall semester has
been going well for you thus far. Over the
summer, our team worked tirelessly to plan
out a successful year in which our primary
focus is you. One of my and Michelle’s
main goals is civic engagement. Therefore,
we decided to start off the fall semester
with our “Roar to the Poll” event series.
The series consisted of three events
focused on different aspects of voting,
such as voter literacy, voter myths, and
tomorrow we will be celebrating voter
appreciation day.
These events have given students the
opportunity to register to vote and learn
more about the upcoming elections. We
are proud to say that the event was a great
success with the help of Engage Miami and
the support of the students that joined us.
If you have not been able to come out
to one of our Roar to the Poll events, stop
by GC Pit tomorrow from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
During the week of Sept. 6, we hosted
SGA week. We held an event each day
providing our students the opportunity to
meet the SGC-MMC officials that represent
them. In addition, we launched the It’s On

Us campaign to help end sexual assault on
college campuses.
In an effort to bring one of the greatest
leaders of the It’s On Us campaign to FIU,
Vice President Joe Biden, we created a
petition. Therefore, please take the time
to visit http://wh.gov/iLL3d to sign the
petition!
Along with the many events planned,
this month we began a new initiative to
provide students that ride the MMC-BBC
bus with a discount.
You will get a 15 percent discount off
each ride after your 16th trip of the month
for the duration of that month.
If you have not had the chance to attend
one of our many events yet, we encourage
you to come out to our future ones! Coming
up on Oct. 13 is our second Cafecito con
SGA at the Kissing Bridge from noon
to 2 p.m. so come have some coffee and
engage in conversation with some of your
SGC-MMC representatives.
Please know that myself, Michelle and
our team are honored to be able to represent
you during this academic year. Whenever
there’s an issue, concern, or idea that you’d
like to address please know that you’re
always welcome at our office in GC 211!
Alian Collazo is the SGC-MMC
president, who oversees SGA activity
related to MMC. Alian will be contributing
a monthly column to inform students about
what is happening inside SGC-MMC. For
comments or suggestions pertaining to this
column, email life@fiusm.com.

SGC-BBC has ‘a lot
planned’ for students
The beginning of
the school year has
kicked off and the
Student
Government
Council at our Biscayne
Bay Campus has been
working hard to provide
our student body with
SGC-BBC
another fun and exciting year.
Over the last several weeks, the
council and our executive board have
been busy appointing various members
into the Cabinet and Senate boards. It has
been our mission to continuously seek
out students to represent our council and
to get the word out to others who may
have an interest in getting involved.
General meetings for our council have
begun and will be hosted on the last
Wednesday of every month. During this
time the council be going over current
events and general announcements.
FIU students who are looking to
become involved or learn more about the
community at FIU-BBC are encouraged
to stop by our office in the Wolfe
University Center.
SGC-BBC had the opportunity to host
an “SGA Day at BBC” event on Aug.
31. Students were given the chance to
participate in games, win prizes, get a
tour of the office and meet our growing
SGA-BBC team.
It was a great success with many
students stopping by to learn about the
student government here at BBC.
Several of our council members
attended the 2016-2017 Budget Hearings
ALLHAN MEJIA

and Deliberations for the Student
Government Association on Sept. 16.
The event was located at FIU’s Modesto
Maidique campus, where both university
wide and campus specific deliberations
were held.
The event provided our members and
executives with primary information
needed to keep improving our FIU
student community and make the most of
our school year ahead.
This year, the Lectures Committee
at BBC directed by FIU student, Jamie
Adelson is working hard on providing
students with an exciting year ahead
continuing FIU-SGA lecture series.
The SGA BBC Lectures Committee is
responsible for bringing speakers to FIU’s
Biscayne Bay Campus and are currently
looking for more student involvement.
SGA-BBC will also be hosting an
“SGC-BBC Casino Royale Kickoff”
event on Sept. 28 at 2 p.m. The event
will be hosted in the WUC Ballrooms
with a variety of fun games available for
students to participate in.
Our student government at BBC has a
lot planned for this upcoming school year
so stay tuned to hear more about your
SGA at BBC.
Allhan Mejia is the SGC-BBC president,
who oversees SGA activity related to
BBC. Allhan will be contributing a
monthly column to inform students about
what is happening inside SGC-BBC. For
comments or suggestions pertaining to
this column, email life@fiusm.com.

name change
NAME, PAGE 3
“That [change in
holiday] is a well-needed
thing. Columbus Day
has been celebrated for a
long time by Americans
and
it’s
become
stereotyped in a way that
is almost derogatory of
the Indigenous Peoples,
who were the original
peoples of this land and
so Native peoples are
generally offended by
that holiday.”
For Columbus Day to
successfully be changed
to Indigenous People’s
Day, however, Wiedman
believes
the
FIU
community should try
to attend all discussions
and become a participant
every step of the way
as they fight for their
justice.
“We are trying to
make the correction of
changing
Columbus
Day
to
Indigenous
People’s Day here at
FIU because being an
international university,
it is crucial for them
to honor people of all
diverse
backgrounds.
Columbus is a symbol
of
domination
and
colonialism
for
people
around
the
world, especially the
Americans who are selfCentral American,” says
Wiedman.
The
Global
Indigenous Group has

been campaigning to
gain support for the
resolution to pass.
“We
started
[collecting signatures]
less than a month ago,
and we’ve reached over
700 signatures now,”
said Perez. “We’ve had
professors support us,
we’ve had discussions in
classes.”
One of the discussions
that was hosted by the
organization was led
by visitor services and
development manager
of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki
Museum Carrie Dilley,
and focused on the
“Chickee,”
or
the
traditional houses of the
Seminole Tribe during
the early 1800s.
The Seminole Tribe
of Florida defines the
word Chickee as a
synonym for the word
“house.”
“Dilley
is
an
architectural historian
who has worked for the
[Seminole] tribe for
many years and so she
has documented the use
of their homes, their
traditional homes which
is Chickee made from
poles and dead roots
after the Seminole Indian
wars
that
occurred
during the 1800s,” said
Wiedman.
During
the
presentation,
Dilley
discussed the traditional
homes that were created

by the Seminole tribe
of
Florida
during
the aftermath of the
Seminole Indian wars
of the 1800’s. She also
discussed the change
that transpired from
living in these facilities
to there being many
kinds of uses associated
with
their
modern
homes.
“Seminole Chickees
are fantastic form of
indigenous architecture
and I’m hoping that more
people will understand
what they are. They are
very distinct and very
deliberate forms of
dwelling,” said Dilley.
“Also, Chickee building
is a business and I
hope that more people,
when they decide they
want a turf hut in their
backyard, that they go
with a Native company
and not one that is not
quite as knowledgeable
in the structures of the
Chickees.”
According to Perez,
educational
forums
like these are the basis
to creating a space for
understanding between
parties.
The Senate meeting
will be held today
at 4 p.m. in GC 150.
Although there will
be no open debate, the
meeting is open to the
public.
Additional reporting
by Cayla Bush
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CATCH UP WITH CAPOEIRA

Club teaches students how to ‘overcome adversity’ through moves

Photo Retrieved From Capoeira.Life

FIU professor and Capoeira instructor, Scott Miller (on farthest right), finishes up a Capoeira class with FIU students.
KRISTEN KING
Staff Writer
kristen.king@fiusm.com

At the front of the
class stands Scott Miller,
the Capoeira instructor
at FIU, in a black T-shirt
and a pair of white abadás
(the
traditional
term
for the pants used by
capoeiristas). Speaking to
nearly 25 students, Miller
leads them into the next
move of the night: The
Meia Lua de Compasso,
or the half-moon in
Portuguese.
As the class continues,
the moves raise in level
of difficulty, but Miller
and his student instructors
provide the class with

assistance to adjust their
bodies to do the moves
properly. The next move
of the night: Armada, or
armed in Portuguese.
The way each student’s
body moves is almost
dancer-like, making it
seem as though they are
barely putting in effort.
But the efortless look
is just students embodying
the art form of Capoeira as
its definition explains.
Capoeira is a Brazilian
mixed martial art that
combines elements like
dancing,
music
and
acrobatics in its practice.
The art form originated
from Angola and the
Congo where African
slaves came up with a way

to disguise their fighting.
During these times,
if slaves were caught
fighting,
they
would
either be arrested or
tortured by police. Since
Capoeira heavily favors
a
movement-based
technique, people would
never suspect that these
men were fighting but
rather dancing.
The Brazilian culture is
one of the most important
parts
to
understand
and embrace about the
class, according to club
president, Risa Perea.
“There is such a long
history of Capoeira and
learning how everything
originated makes it easier
to practice the art form

in the right way. For me,
it’s a way of expressing
yourself and feeling free
even if you don’t feel like
you are,” said Perea, who
started the club in 2013.
Professor
Miller
ensures that his students
understand the importance
of the Brazilian culture
by keeping them involved
with hands-on experience.
A student instructor,
who goes by the Capoeira
name “Dinora,” explained
that some of the students
in the Capoeira club had
just returned from a trip to
Brazil during the summer.
“Professor wanted us
to learn about the origins
and history of this art form
as well as develop in our

practice. There’s levels
in Capoeira, so once you
surpass a new one you
get a chord to record that
achievement and go to
Brazil to learn more about
the next level,” she said.
Students then moved to
the next move of the night:
Roda, which means circle
in Portuguese.
Here, students form
one large circle and two
students go in the middle
at a time and perform the
moves they have learned.
The purpose of this is
not to hurt anyone, but to
showcase skills.
In the middle of the
circle stands Perea, who
is small in her stature,
standing at no more than
5-foot-2. In front of her is
a Capoeira student who is
at least six feet tall. They
begin to roll.
As kicks are being
thrown and ducked under,
the realization that this
isn’t necessarily about
hurting people but instead
outsmarting your opponent
becomes more evident.
“Big or small doesn’t
matter. In Capoeira, it’s
about
getting
around
your
opponent
and
outmaneuvering
them,”
Perea said. “It can almost
be compared to a chess
game.”
This is a mindset seen
throughout many combat
sports, namely boxing and
mixed martial arts. Two
men or women are faced
with the task of getting
around their opponents
to get their first shot off.
The fluidity of Capoeira
is what reinforces this
approach within these

sports.
Matthew
Gonzalez,
an FIU Capoeira club
member,
explained
how practicing this art
form helps him in his
profession.
“I’m an amateur fighter
and I’ve decided to do this
because it’s rhythmic and
effective,” Gonzalez said.
“I can’t tell you how much
it has helped with my
movement in my fights.
It definitely compliments
my fighting style.”
At the end of the night,
remaining members of
the class meet to play
traditional instruments and
sing Portuguese songs.
Leaving class, Dinora
spoke more about the
name of the Capoeira club,
which she quickly points
to on her embroidered
pants.
“We call ourselves
‘Capoeira
Superação,’
which means to overcome
adversity and always
pushing yourself to the
limit,” Dinora said. “Last
year was pretty rough for
us, with professor battling
cancer and another one
passing away, so we
thought this name was the
perfect way to show how
strong we can be.”
Despite an unfortunate
year, the Capoeira club
members still makean
effort to come to class.
For more information
about FIU’s Capoeira club,
visit
www.capoeira.life
or attend a class, which
is held every Tuesday,
Thursday and Sunday
at MMC’s Wellness and
Recreation Center.

FOOTBALL

Young boy with muscular dystrophy named honorary
captain during game against UCF to raise awareness
PETER HOLLAND JR.
Assistant Sports Director
peter.holland@fiusm.com

Despite having a genetic disorder
causing progressive muscle degeneration
and weakness, 9-year-old Alex Casals was
able to be captain of a football team for a
day.
Head Coach Ron Turner brought in Alex
to act as the Panther’s honorary captain for
the coin toss before kicking off against
University of Central Florida, Saturday,
Sept. 24.
Alex was born in Miami, Florida. His
mother, Lianette Casals, recounts noticing
something unusual about her son before he

was diagnosed.
“We went to see many specialists, and
they said Alex was fine, just to give him
time,” Lianette told Student Media.
After the doctors analyzed Alex’s blood
work and development, they came to an
agreement. At 5 years old, he was diagnosed
with Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
Although the disorder was not hereditary,
according to Lianette, the mutation was
continuous in his muscles.
“Being 9 and seeing that your best friend
and classmates gets older and stronger, it’s
very tough,” Lianette said. “He understands
and has grown personally and emotionally.
He has learned to advocate himself.”
Alex is not able to run, jump or

participate in any physical activities that
involves contact -- but that does not stop
his love for football.
Days before the game against UCF, Alex
sat to watch the Panthers practice.
The 9 year old was already a part of the
Panther family before becoming honorary
captain as some of his relatives have
graduated from the University.
After practice, when Turner announced
that Alex was to become honorary captain,
it made him want to dance in the locker
room in front of the players. The first thing
he said to his mother was that he was going
to be famous.
“When the team started clapping,
singing and cheering his name, I felt that

he got nervous,” Lianette told FIUSM.
“At first I was like ‘oh my God, what’s his
reaction going to be?’ But then, he started
dancing. Now he loves football even more.”
Turner and his coaching staff wore arm
patches to honor the American Football
Coaches Association in partnership with
Coach to Cure MD and Parent Project
MD, which are organizations dedicated to
supporting families with Duchenne.
The Casals won’t be strangers to the
FIU stadium as they are planning to attend
every home game this season.
For anyone who wants to make
a donation, text “CURE” to 90999,
or for more information, visit www.
CoachtoCureMD.org.
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Club sports athletes find challenges in
balancing school, work and play
PETER HOLLAND JR.
Assistant Sports Director
peter.holland@fiusm.com

For some college students,
balancing school and a part-time job
can be tough. For student-athletes
who participate in club sports
or intramural sports, looking for
work with their hectic schedules is
especially difficult.
However, with proper time

management and organization,
juggling class assignments, work and
practice on the field is achievable.
Alexis Hay is the current vice
president and captain for the women’s
lacrosse club at FIU. Majoring in
criminal justice and minoring in
psychology, she is also planning to
earn a federal self-defense certificate.
In addition, Hay works at BJ’S
Wholesale Club. With a lot on her
plate, she stresses the importance of

time management.
“I have this handy dandy planner
that keeps me on track [of] my
lacrosse dates, my dues, things I need,
my school time and work time,” Hay
said. “My work time tends to fall in
between school time.”
Students join sports clubs for a
variety of reasons but for many, it’s a
great way to stay active.
Jean Roger, a statistics major, is a
member of the FIU rugby team. The

former football player from Coral
Reef High School grew interested in
rugby after a friend, who is currently
on the team, recommended it.
“I love running and I used to
play football,” Roger said. “I just got
hooked because it’s a great sport.”
Roger works 20 hours a week as
an intern for an insurance company
in Miami, and tutors students for
an additional 20 hours. Keeping his
priorities straight is the main focus for

the Canada native. Without a planner,
Roger successfully manages his time
as a student, intern, employee and
rugby player by taking everything
one step at a time.
“I just try to keep things in
separate,” Roger said. “I do one thing
at a time and time management is
my best help. You just develop skills
right after doing it for a while.”

MEN’S BASKETBALL

2016-2017 men’s basketball schedule leaves
conference play for second half of season
SAMIR BADER
Staff Writer
samir.bader@fiusm.com

The men’s basketball team will kick off
the 2016-2017 season at home against Florida
Memorial University on Friday, Nov. 11.
Head Coach Anthony Evans, who
is entering his fourth year coaching the
Panthers, released the new schedule, which
also includes a game against University of

South Carolina Gamecocks, a team coached
by former FIU alum and Miami native Frank
Martin, who graduated in 1993.
Eight of the teams on the schedule
advanced to the postseason at the end of the
2015-2016 season. Those teams are South
Carolina (NIT); Louisiana Tech (Vegas 8);
Old Dominion (Vegas 8); UAB (NIT); Middle
Tennessee (NCAA); Northern Florida (NIT);
Florida Golf Coast (NCAA); and Northern
Illinois (Vegas 8).

Having a 5-8 record on the road last year,
the season will begin with a cluster of road
games, with four of the team’s first seven
games playing away.
FIU will start its Conference-USA
schedule on Friday, Dec. 31, New Year’s
Eve, against Marshall University at the FIU
Arena, followed by a matchup on Sunday,
Jan. 2, with University of Western Kentucky.
The Panthers will play against Conference
rivals such as Florida Atlantic on Saturday,

Jan. 7, UTEP on Thursday, Jan. 12 and UTSA
on Saturday, Jan. 14.
The 2017 season will end on the road
at Middle Tennessee State University on
Friday, March 3 and University of Alabama
at Birmingham on Saturday, March 4. As
soon as the regular season ends, FIU will
return to Birmingham for the 2017 C-USA
Tournament from Wednesday, March 8 to
Saturday, March 11.

TRACK AND FIELD

Freshman thrower
was ‘prepared’ to leave
Canada for opportunity
PETER HOLLAND JR.
Assistant Sports Director
peter.holland@fiusm.com

After signing to do track
and field for FIU, freshman
thrower Gabrielle Rains
is still adjusting to the
tropical climate in Miami
after crossing the border
from her home country of
Canada.
Rains
was
born
in
Sherwood
Park,
Alberta, Canada, from
a New Zealand family.
However, according to the
18-year-old freshman, she
doesn’t label herself as
Canadian because she also
has other backgrounds.
Her father, a former
thrower, moved to Canada
at the age of 13 from New
Zealand, and her mother,
also born in New Zealand,
is of Syrian descent.
“It’s kind of confusing,”
Rains said. “Canadian is
not really an ethnicity. So
technically I’m half Kiwi
and half Syrian.”
Rains
was
highly
recruited
by
Ryan
Heberling, the track and
field coach, because of her

past success competing in
Canadian meets.
“I got an email by coach
Ryan last year literally
on my first day of class,”
Rains said. “I came down
for a visit and I fell in
love with the school. I
was pretty skeptical just
because of the distance,
but as soon as I came
down, I knew I was going
to be fine.”

Photo courtesy of Fiusports

After getting in contact
with the sports fitness
department,
Heberling
didn’t need to put much
effort to commit Rains to a
visit at FIU.
“What’s good about
recruiting Gabby is that
we didn’t feel we had to
sell her,” Heberling said.
“She fit with the team right
away. It was the whole
idea of going away. It was
really exciting and it was a

good experience.”
At 18 years old, Rains
was mentally prepared
for her transition, leaving
everything behind and
starting a new life in
Miami. Once she step foot
on campus, she felt right at
home and forgot about her
concerns.
“It was hard leaving.
Just leaving my family and
friends, I thought I was
going to miss them but I
was prepared,” Rains said.
However, when she
began training with the
Panthers, she had to adjust
to the climate change.
“That was definitely the
hardest part,” Rains said.
“The humidity felt like I
was breathing under water
when I am at practice. The
weight room was blessed
because it was inside and
there was air conditioner.
Because it’s so cold there
[Canada] I have to warm
up for a solid hour, where
as here, I just show up and
I’m warm.”
Rains will be redshirting
in the spring as the team
currently works on strength
and conditioning for the
2017 season.
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WEDNESDAY
9 /28 @ 8 PM
FIU STADIUM
Join the DADE BRIGADE TAILGATE PARTY outside
Gate 5 starting at 5:30 p.m. with food truck, music, games
and more!
MIAMI FC CAP for the first 5,000 fans

GET YOUR TICKETS! MIAMIFC.COM
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JOIN A
DIFFERENT
SCHOOL
OF THOUGHT
RIDE WITH US

Education can get expensive, but getting there doesn’t have to be.
Full-time students enrolled in participating local colleges, universities, or technical and
vocational schools are eligible to purchase the College EASY Ticket. The ticket is pre-loaded
with a 1-Month Pass for $56.25 – that’s half the price!
Tickets are only available through participating schools. For a complete list of schools,
visit www.miamidade.gov/transit
It’s almost too EASY.

